
Who We Are & Why We're Here 

Ephesians 1:1-12 - 9/25/16 

*Ephesians 1:1+2 

The overarching themes of Ephesians are - who we are in Christ (as His 
Church), and why we're here as the church. 

It's a very  practical book, with a lot of great doctrine (teaching) and 
theology (the study of God).  

Notice that the 'grace' and 'peace' from God is being extended to all the 
'saints' (who are) 'faithful'.  How many of us are receiving and resting in 
this grace and peace that only He can provide? 

We're not going to find ultimate 'grace & peace' in our income, our 
401K, or our retirement years; and we're not going to find it in football, 
activities, or ongoing ease and entertainment. 

'Grace & peace' is available to the 'saints... Who are faithful' - those who 
are in Christ.  How faithful are you to Christ?   

The good news is that, although we do need to be faithful - in many 
ways... The beautiful reality is seen in one little word at the end of verse 
one ('in'); our faithfulness isn't ultimately about us, but Christ. 

*Ephesians 1:3-6 

In Christ, we are 'holy and blameless' before God.  We also see that He 
'predestined us to adoption as sons through Christ'. 

The scarring we receive in life can be carried over into our relationship 
with God: “I’ll be good - don’t make me leave, I’ll be good!”.  But once 
we've come to saving faith in Christ (having been  adopted as sons and 
daughters of God), there's nothing we can do to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ. 

"I’m a child of the King, a child of the King... With Jesus my Savior - I’m a 
child of the King." 

*Ephesians 1:7-10 

The focus of this particular passage has to do with the preeminence or 
the supremacy of Christ - which will be fully realized at the return  of 
Jesus, as everything and everyone will be under His Lordship.  But, this 
isn't referring to Universalism. (Jn.3:18 +36, 2 Thess.1:7-10)   

One of the main reasons we're here, is because we're to understand this 
to the degree that we're actually trying to pull people into the Kingdom 
now!... Before it's too late. 

God is propelling His plans forward, not  back... And He's wanting His 
people to push forward and not settle, or look back. 

How do we pull people into God's kingdom?  How do we safeguard 
ourselves and our church from being content or even apathetic?...  
We're to be keenly aware of our time and place in history. 

We need to be spiritually sober so that we don't grow complacent - first 
and foremost, in our relationship with the Lord.  But also in our 
fellowship, as well as our witness. 

*Ephesians 1:11+12 

There's an emphasis being made, concerning this small remnant  of first 
century Jewish believers who would come to realize  that they were 
chosen to be the first  who would believe on their Messiah (Christ)... 'To 
the praise of His glory'! 

This should conjure-up within us a deep sense of gratitude and awe  for 
Him having saved us; let's live our lives to tell others about Him. 


