
"Bring Your Best" (Part 1) 

Genesis 4 - 2/18/18 

How and why does God want me to bring my best? 

Genesis 4:1-5 

1)  It Can Keep Us From Great Anger and Dejection 

The key issue here is that of  bringing our best to God; And this has  always 
been an issue of the heart. 

Bringing our best to God isn't about making a good impression or merely 
showing respect - it's much deeper than that.  It's a lot more about our love, 
allegiance & honor as shown through our offerings. 

What is it that you are offering God?... Is it the best of your time, talents and 
treasures?... Or what's leftover? 

Vs.5c 

Just as we see with Cain, we can wrestle with anger, frustration, anxiety, 
dejection, sadness, depression and the like if we're not bringing our best to 
God. 

Genesis 4:6+7 

2)  So That We Can Be "Lifted-Up" As We Seek To "Master" Sin 

Offering what's good, pleasing and acceptable to God by offering Him our 
best is what's needed to lift us up - bringing us dignity and  exaltation 
because we're pleasing God. 

If we don't bring our best, then sin is always "crouching at the door" - 
waiting for us to open ourselves to its destructive results.  Vs.7b+c 

Choose sacrificial offerings - at church - in your home - your workplace - and 
in your neighborhood. 

There are many ways that we can bring our best to God, we only need to 
desire them, and then pray for them. 

This is how we learn to master sin.  If not, its desire is for you - to ruin you. 

Genesis 4:8-16 

3)  So That We'll Be Kept From Rebellion, Arrogance, Devastation Or Even 
Banishment. 

Not giving God our highest regard (not only in sentiment but by our actions), 
can lead to jealousy, resentment, anger and murder - resulting in the final 
and worst result of all... Having to leave from the presence of the Lord. 

There are some in church life who've become jealous, spiteful and even 
hateful toward others because they've not brought their best. 

Notice how the innocent party reaped the devastating results of someone 
else's sin. 

What does this rebellion look like when we don't bring our best to God?... "I 
don't need to be so involved to bring my best to the Lord; I mean I put in my 
time most Sundays!". 

What does this arrogance look like?... "Well that's beneath my pay-grade... I 
mean I have degrees and a nice salary - why would I paint, lay flooring, serve 
food, teach or do missions and outreach?" 

Vs.12a - Vs.13 - Vs.12b - Vs.16a  

How do we keep this from happening to us?... Bring God your best - day in & 
day out, week in & week out, year after year, decade after  decade - in each 
area of your life, until you breathe your final breath!  And when you fall 
short, because you will regularly, remember... That there's grace. 


