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What is baptism?  What is a 'Ministry Partner'?... 

And why are they important in a Christian's life? 

Baptism is a rich symbol; It's an outward expression of an inward 
reality... Representing what happens to someone the moment they  
trust in Jesus to save them. 

*Romans 6:1-12 

 Baptism is a symbol representing the fact that the old you has died. 

Baptism is a Gospel ordinance commemorating the death, burial & 
resurrection of Christ.   

It is also a public testimony... To the effect  that the one being baptized 
has been crucified with Christ (Gal. 2:20), is buried w/ Him (Rom. 6:4), 
and has been raised w/ Him to walk in newness of life. 

Baptism is important because first of all, Jesus commanded it; it's one of 
our big steps of obedience once we come to faith in Christ. 

Baptism is also a public profession of faith in Christ (showing that we are 
unashamed and ready to follow Him).  It also shows that we identify 
with His Church. 

It also corresponds to Jesus' baptism; we are ready to follow God's will 
and plan for our lives. 

Have you taken this 'Next Step' of obedience since becoming a  believer 
and follower of Jesus? 

A 'Ministry Partner' isn't just another way of saying, 'Church Member'... 
It actually conveys (in many ways) what it means to be a  church 
member. 

A Ministry Partner is someone who is intentional about taking a formal 
step to partner together with other like-minded believers in order to 
use their gifts, therefore becoming a local expression of the Body of 
Christ. 

Some may say, "But you never see the word 'church member' in the 
Bible!".  Neither do we see the word 'Trinity'... But the concepts are 
most certainly there. 

Consider many of the letters that make-up the New Testament; they 
were being written to local church bodies - people who were being 
taught & challenged to love one another, serve one another, & be like-
minded... Essentially committing to one another. 

God has called believers out of the world, to be separate unto Him. *2 
Corinthians 6:14-18 

*Hebrews 13:7 - A pastor will give an account for the members of his 
own church... He isn't responsible for all the Christians in his  
community (or the world), but for those under his care. 

*1 Corinthians 5:1-13 - We're only to judge those 'inside' the church; 
how can we know who's 'inside' or 'outside' the church, without having  
some kind of membership process? 

Another reason to become a Ministry Partner is because God calls us to 
a mission that is so vast, that it will take a great number of people w/ 
varied & unified gifts (& a vision!), in order to carry it out. 

We need a means by which to commit to one another (by becoming  
Ministry Partners), so that we're unified in our vision and purpose.   

Have you become a Ministry Partner? 

 


