
"How Can I Endure?" 

John 15:1-11 - 5/22/16 

How does one endure as a Christian throughout their life? 

*John 15:1-3 

*Galatians 5:22-25 

*2 Peter 1:5-9 

1)  By Bearing Fruit 

This is what Christians were created to do. 

The Father 'lifts-up' unproductive vines off the ground (as The 
Vinedresser), so that they can receive more air and light... In order 
to bear fruit. 

*1 John 5:16+17 

Whether we're on the ground and need to be lifted-up, or if 
there's a sin issue that's causing us to not bear fruit... We need to 
cry-out our Father. 

*John 15:3 

*John 15:4-6 

2)  By Abiding In Christ 

"Genuine conversion isn't measured by a hasty decision, but by 
long-range fruitfulness." 

*Matthew 13:24-30 

*John 15:4 

Sometimes we may say: "Lord, help me to live my life for You".   
What we should say is, "Lord Jesus, live-out Your life thru me". 

*John 15:7-11 

Obedience = Abiding in His Love = Great Joy! 

3)  By Abiding In His Love 

While Christians look forward to perfect love in the new heaven 
and new earth, we often hold-on to our resentments, animosities 
and bitterness down here. 

"To live above with those you love, is undiluted  glory.  To live 
below with those you know, is quite another story." 

It's our obedience that causes us to abide in His love,  
experiencing great joy... So our pride won't get the best of us. 

The  joy of Jesus isn't the pleasure of a life of ease, but it's the 
exhilaration of being right with God thru the cross and 
obedience... Walking in His love and care, resulting in joy. 

"that your joy may be made full"... This is the by-product of 
abiding in Jesus' love, which results from obedience flowing from 
that abiding relationship. 

Abide in Jesus and His love, and as result... You will experience  
great joy, and you will endure. 
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