
Know God - Make Him Known 

Transcendence + Immanence - 10/8/17 

How does knowing that God is both transcendent and immanent  
affect my desire to make Him known? 

The immanence of God refers to Him being in the world (He is involved 
in His creation). 

"The God of the Bible is no abstract deity - removed from and 
uninterested in His creation... The whole Bible is the story of God's 
involvement w/ His creation" -Wayne Grudem (Christian Theologian) 
Acts 17:28(a) 

Psalm 139:7-12 

1)  Because Although He Is Not Always The Cause, He Is There - In The 
Midst Of Deep Darkness And Suffering 

Some people think that God is aloof, uninterested and detached.   

Acts 17:26+27 

"Coram Deo" - "In the presence of God".  Experiences with God can be 
great... Concerts, youth camps, retreats; these are the times when we 
feel that His Presence is strong.   

Yet these moments can seem to be the exception, as opposed to our 
more 'common' experience. 

We don't need to look for special experiences to know that God is near - 
for He is always near, in His Word." 

2)  Because Of His Word 

Another attribute of God is His transcendence, which means - that He is 
outside of space and time, and is eternal.  Therefore, He is unable to be 

affected by forces in the universe because He is not only greater, but He 
is also sovereign over the material universe. 

Some wrongly believe that God is in everything. 

This is wrong thinking because, one, it's not true - as the Bible makes 
clear.  Two, it robs God of His glory (blasphemy). 

The Bible truly emphasizes God's transcendence. 

Isaiah 55:8+9 - Romans 11:33-36 - Isaiah 40:21-23 - Psalm 113:4+5 

3)  Because He Alone Is God Almighty 

This is important because we live in a world where many have denied 
the transcendence of God - along with His majesty and glory. 

When we lose sight of the grandeur of God and Who He is, we can 
easily lose sight of what He has decreed as being sacred and honorable - 
things such as life, marriage, family, purity, freedom, truth, etc. 

Many may think that these two ideas have to be mutually exclusive.  Yet 
these are two attributes that the Bible clearly teaches, and so there is a 
balance. 

To hold to transcendence but not immanence, is what is referred to as 
'Deism' - which is unbiblical.  To hold to immanence but not 
transcendence is referred to as 'Pantheism', which is also unbiblical. 

Isaiah 57:15  -  Colossians 1:17  -  Jeremiah 23:24 

4)  Because That Balance Helps Not Only Me To Know Him And Worship 
Him better, But I want Others To As Well 

God is high and holy, yet He's near and close.   He is majestic and 
glorious, yet He came as a humble servant.  The Lord is all-powerful, all-
knowing and all-good - so He came to seek and to save that which was 
lost... And we should desire to do the same. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immanence
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A28&version=NIV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transcendence_%28religion%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pantheism

