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What can I learn from the young life of Daniel? 

*1 Timothy 4:12 

In this regard, there may be no better example than Daniel. 

1)  God's Gracious Gifts And Opportunities Come With Great 
Responsibility *Daniel 1:3-6 

All that we are and have is a gift from God, so we are to use it for His 
glory and for His causes - to advance His kingdom agenda. 

You can see this happening through the life of Daniel - in the midst of a 
wicked and godless society. *Dan.1:4 

"Are you allowing your surroundings to determine how you invest your 
life?  Or are you letting God use you to make a difference in your 
generation?"  - Henry Blackaby 

2)  Choose God's Ways - It Will Be A Blessing To You And Others Around 
You  *Daniel 1:8-10 & 12-15 

As we choose God's ways over man's ways - even though it may be 
harder, & less safe & secure - at least we know it will please God. 

Faithfulness to what God calls us to in Scripture may cause us to be 
ridiculed, rejected or even ruined but in the end, it comes with the  
greatest of rewards.   

To help encourage us in this, we have some rich roots when it comes to 
choosing God's ways - both in our lives & in our witness. *1 Kings 19:10 

Although Elijah struggled, he was faithful to God to the end - so much 
so, that he was literally taken up to God in a whirlwind. 

Ultimately these men, as well as many others around them were 
blessed, because of God's faithfulness. 

Choosing God's ways can bless others around us in tremendous ways.  
So be faithful at work, at home and at church, because you never know 
the impact that you may have (and more importantly, that God may 
have on others - through you). 

Pray for your kids to be doubly blessed as they walk with and serve the 
Lord. 

3)  God's Favor Rests On His Faithful Servants *Daniel 1:17-20 

Imagine that... Here you have the king of the world (The Babylonian 
Empire), who was consulting four youth - who were ten times wiser and 
more understanding than all the king's servants. 

It's God's faithful servants who have His favor resting on them, as they 
serve Him in their integrity. 

Integrity (a layman's definition!) - "Doing the right thing - especially 
when no one else is looking." 

"Small damage, invisible to most - can sink not only a great ship... But 
also, a great reputation." *Numbers 32:23(b) 

Pray for a pure heart.  Be quick to confess sin and repent.  Then, look to 
Jesus to be your strength.   

If we will walk in integrity, He will bless us. *Psalm 84:11(b) 

Even as God's favor rests on us, that doesn't mean that we will be 
exempt from some major challenges. 


