
Life Lessons - Joseph (Part 3) 

Genesis 41 - 9/11/16 

*Genesis 41:1-16 

*Genesis 40:13+14 & *Genesis 40:19 

Life Lesson #1 - When God gives you a gift, be sure to glorify Him -   Not 
yourself with it. 

Consider the 1st way that Joseph did this... By extending grace to his  
persecutor.  He could've easily lashed-out at Pharaoh, but He didn't. 

Joseph apparently dealt with any resentment that lied in His heart 
(which could have been festering for two years).  Instead, he chose to 
forgive and extend grace.   

When given the opportunity to take advantage of a persecutor or an 
enemy in distress - do you jump on the opportunity?... Or do you seek 
to allow God to use you in such a time? 

*Genesis 41:16 

*Genesis 41:25-39 

We see that Joseph was given wisdom by God... Which he used to look-
out for others.   

Life Lesson #2 - Our God-given gifts are to be used for the benefit of 
others. 

*1 Peter 4:10 

Once you understand your gift... Then learn how to use it. 

Sometimes we may feel like we don’t have much to offer... That if we 
stopped our ministry (if we didn't use our gift), then no one would 
notice.  The truth  is, that the Great Conductor notices; and He uses us 
to complete His orchestral masterpiece! 

"My gift is too small".  (It's not to God.)  "My gift needs to be 
developed". (Yes!... Then do so.) 

*Genesis 41:40-49 

As we're submitted to God - following and trusting Him in every area of 
our lives... We see that He exalts His children to positions of privilege 
and authority (although this probably won't look like Joseph's life!). 

God can exalt us to positions of privilege, authority & influence that 
(though they may not seem as visible or glamorous - none-the-less), are 
just as important in God's kingdom agenda, than was Joseph's situation. 

*2 Peter 1:3+4 

As we come to trust God and cling to His promises - we'll then seek  His 
kingdom agenda... "To know Christ and make Him known". 

*Genesis 41:50-52 

Life Lesson #3 - Even in the 'land of our affliction'... God restores us, and 
makes us fruitful. 

Even though Joseph went thru all that he went thru, God blessed him 
with two children who would be regular reminders that it was God Who 
was able to help him forget the past, while restoring Him and making 
him fruitful. 

*Jeremiah 29:11  *Joel 2:23-27  *John 1:12 

Don't ever think that because things are dark or even hopeless... God is 
gone or He doesn't want good for you.  As we've seen, it's in the midst 
of such sorrows - that He can make you fruitful. 


