
The Resurrection - Prank, or Promise? 

1 Corinthians 15 - April 1, 2018 

How does the resurrection affect one's faith? 

Matthew 27:63-66 

It's ironic that Easter happens to fall on April Fool's Day this year -  to 
which some would say, "How apropos!".  Psalm 14:1 

1)  It Impacts Our Faith, As Jesus Himself Predicted His Resurrection 
Multiple Times 

Mark 8:31  -  Matthew 17:22+23  -  Luke 9:22  -  John 2:19-22 

Hearing Jesus predict His resurrection impacts our faith, as it wasn't a 
prank but one of His great promises - seen in both the New Testament 
and the Old Testament. 

2)  Because Of The Necessity Of The Resurrection 

1 Corinthians 15:3-8 

Just as the resurrection fueled the early Christian movement, so our 
faith is impacted today through the power of  Christ's resurrection. 
*Philippians 3:10  

We as Christ-followers are to regularly experience this resurrected 
power of Jesus both in us & through us, as we seek to know Him & make 
Him known; it's a necessity in order to live the Christian life! 

“There is power in the presence of a risen Savior to solve our difficulties, 
remove our perplexities, calm our fears, ease our burdens, dry our tears, 
meet our every need, tranquilize our mind, and satisfy every craving of 
our hearts.” 

Jesus' resurrected power within us gives us a confidence, trust & 
determination that nothing in this world can match. 

1 Corinthians 15:12-19 

3)  Without The Resurrection Our Faith Is In Vain, As We Remain Dead In 
Our Sin 

For the Christian, our faith hinges on the resurrection because without 
it, Jesus was just a normal man with a sinful nature as ours, who would 
be incapable of having absolved our sin. 

The resurrection is the ultimate proof of the Christian faith; by it we 
know that God has come into the world, in the Person of Jesus Who was 
fully God/man, in order to die for the sins of the world. 

Christ proved His preeminence as His character +actions backed-up  His 
word, +as He exhibited divine power which silenced His enemies - 
especially as He rose from the dead... Having walked the earth for 40 
days after His resurrection, being witnessed by 500+ people. 

The resurrection will affect us all.  God teaches us through the Bible that  
there will be a full and final resurrection of all who have lived.      John 
5:28 b +29  -  Acts 24:15 

What we decide about Jesus and the cross as it relates to our sin, will 
determine where we will spend eternity. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-58 

4)  Our Future Resurrection Brings Us A Victory, That Causes Us To 
Thrive (By Faith), Even Now 

Christ rose from the dead to give us a pledge of our own rising, with the 
resurrection being the antidote for fear of death or despair. Nothing 
else can take its place... Riches, genius, worldly pleasures  or pursuits - 
none can bring us consolation in the dying hour. 

The gospel message, authenticated by the resurrection, is not purely a 
prank but the most attractive promise and truth that the world will ever 
know. 

 


