
Life Lessons - Joseph (4) 

Gen.45:4-7 - 9/18/16 

*Genesis 45:4+5 

This is probably considered the climax of the story of Joseph, as Joseph 
reveals himself to his brothers. 

The ultimate purpose for why this story takes place is seen here in these 
few verses. 

After a lot of time, heartache and pain - there's forgiveness, love and 
redemption, but ultimately... It wasn't just for them; the bigger picture 
that God had in mind - was to preserve the lives of many. 

There's a great spiritual parallel  here between Joseph's life and ours as 
Christ-followers. 

God rescues us out of the pits & prisons of life (as He watches over us 
thru it all), to then restore us & even exalt us after we've come to Christ 
for salvation.   

But why does God (through Christ), deliver His children from our 
captivity to sin, the world & Satan - so that we would then become 
bond-servants to Him?  

*Ephesians 2:1-3  *Genesis 45:5b 

Why did God ultimately allowed Joseph to go through all that he went 
through in order to be exalted as His servant?  In order to preserve the 
lives of many. 

God calls us as His servants today in order to preserve the lives of 
many... Not only with physical food (as seen with Joseph) but also  with 
spiritual food; we do this thru our walk & thru our witness. 

Our walk with the Lord, or our relationship with Him (just as we see in 
Joseph's life), can have a profound impact on others. 

Over time, others around us begin to see the reality of God in our lives, 
as well as thru our witness - which is to be observed & heard. 

*Matthew 5:13 

Christians should have a preserving influence in our culture as we seek 
to flesh-out (live) Christ-like lives, and by promoting justice. 

Christians are also like salt, because we add flavor... As we display  the 
fruit of the Spirit, and by loving and serving our community - ultimately 
for the gospel (which is the best preservative!). 

"Disciples, if they are true to their calling... Make the earth a purer and 
more pleasant place." 

As Jesus implied, salt must keep its 'saltiness' to be of any value.     Too 
many Christians lose their flavor, and then become unprofitable for the 
kingdom.  Stay salty. 

*Genesis 45:7 

The primary way this message of deliverance got out, was by word of 
mouth.  In Gen. 42:2(a), Jacob told his sons, "Behold!  I've heard that 
there's grain in Egypt".  Tell them about the "Bread of Life"! 

*John 6:32-37 

Jesus is  the only One Who can sustain us and give us life... Without Him, 
we die (an eternal death).  We not only need deliverance, but more 
importantly - a Deliverer. 

He wants to bring true healing to all the sin issues of life (that we all 
have), which comes only thru the cross... As we repent & believe. 


